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“... belfore nineteenth century there was no casle in
Bengal called the Chandala; it was only a generic term
used (o refer to a wide vanety of lower caste people.
Later on, the colonial administration and its ethnogra-
phers lumped together several such low-ranking occu-
pational sub-castes and branded them as Chandala.
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“ . according to one set of Kuloji legends in about
1077 AD... five brahmans, proficient in Vedic rituals, .
were brought to Bengal from Kam:ruia.“_—- | Sekhar
Bandyopadhyay, Caste, Politics and the Raj p-5.1
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“ Another set of legends ... refer to Islamic invasion
causing large scale emigration of brahmanas from the
basin of the river Saraswati and their subsequent
settlement in Bengal.” — [Do.]
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Bengal were referred to as the Saptasati Brahmans.” —
[Do.]
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“Inscriptions of the post-Gupta period from
Bangladesh mention an increase of brahmana gotras
which have been explained as resulting from the in-
corporation of people from local societies who were
given brahamana status.” [Romila Thapar, Culwral
Pasts : Secularism and Society, p 1021.)
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“Upward economic development and consequent
social differentiation had started long before the com-
ing of British Raj.” — [Radhakamal Mukherjee, Caste
in Indian Economics, Modern Review, August, 1912.]
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J. C. Nesfield—Brief View of the Caste System of
the North-Western Provinces and Oudh.
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In this remarkable work ... the view is put forward
that the bond of sympathy or interest which first drew

together the families or tribal fragments, of a caste is
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Mr. Nesfield points out.. that it is incompatible
“Iv-'il:]*t the modern doctrine which divides the popula-
tion of Indian into Aryan and aboriginal, Tt presup-
poses an unboken continuity in the national life from
onl stage of culture to another, analogous to what has
‘taken place in every other country in the world whose
inhabitant6s have emerged from the savage state.” —
[H. H. Risley, The Tibes and Castes of Bengal 1, Intro-
duction]
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Mr. Nesfield points out.. that it is incompatible
“with the modem doctrine which divides the popula-
tion of Indian into Arvan and aboriginal. It presup-
poses an unboken continuity in the national life from
ont stage of culture to another, analogous to what has
taken place in every other country in the world whose
inhabitant6s have emerged from the savage state.” —
[H. H. Risley, The Tibes and Castes of Bengal I, Intro-
duction]
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