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"With primitive man it was above all fear that evokes religious
notions--fear of hunger, wild beasts, sickness, death. Since at this
stage of existence understanding of causal connections is unuslly
poorly developped, human mind creates illusory beings, more or less
amalogous to itself on whose will or actions these fearful happenings

depend." Albert Einstein, Ideas and Opinions:Religion and Science,
p. 37]
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"Everything that the human race has done and thought is con-
cerned with the satisfaction of deeply felt needs and assuaement of
pain. ... Feeling and longing are the motove force hehind all human
endeavour and human creation ..." [Do, p.36]
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"Clearly one of the major factors in man's biological survival has
been the additive or accumulative character of objective knowledge
and rational technique" [Wibber E. Moore, Social Change, p. 122,
PHI(1981)]
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"The earliest are the pre-Harappan Cultures; the Sothi Cul-
ture of the Saraswati Valley and the Chalcolithic village sites of
Baluchistan and Sind. These were the precursors of the Harappa
Culture(C2300-1750BC) which extended from southern punjab and
Sind to the Narmada delta largely following the coastal region and

eastwards as far as the upper Ganga/Yamuna doab." [Romila Thapar,
Cultural Pasts:Society in Ancient India: The Formative Period, p. 311]
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"In ancient agricultural societies, apart from agricultural tech-
nology, another factor of ...consequence would be the knowledge of
calender...the solar calendar was more efficient in its application to
agriculture. The discovery and use of the solar calendar would require
more advanced knowledge of mathematics and astronomy. A basis

of mathematical knowledge must be assumed in order to explain the
construction of the Harapan cities."[Do, p-315]
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"The appropriation of such knowledge (i.e. knowledge of solar
calendar) by certain groups may well have given them access to power
and influence:[Do, p-316]
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"In many cases a leader or a ruler of a previleged class whose
position rests on other factors combines priestly functions with its sec-
ular authority in order to make the latter more secure; or the political
rulers and the priestly caste make common cause in their own interests.
[Albert Einstein, Ideas and Opinions:Religion and Science, p-37]

G Srarcatey K% 261 @2 @, Sl W @i Sl
25 SYBIES OIfes fof@ ARG | [(7= @I SEIANTIT, STl wefe:
GBI, 7J-d¢ | AR eTe ]G wele], FRTET AMCEa A @1
Aol G IREAIwE 0 REwsreeitd [Fgh! s« | 7ikee) fRmiagfon
frerel, Fafaeil, SR T01F 79 fow | g Refeee g gl
@SITeItd fom TS AR AR SHNTNTE GOIE 261 Fa
G I ARV FARENCE SHEES (J1fas b1 7% e cofat
TR | TR et Ifamatil MejE1 MR fom «k ofF o2 (e
FRAT 7 TGS el G191 SREI AfRTOEa #1022 250w iy
2@fee | ©f2 761 wEbiaEl begfe i s @apiER eaee

soaes GO



AT A

(AR IR BT GF7eT ARCA D (e G3R I2HCS IS F(
G AR 2ROl 2l sifomiel’ s (Tafe f#iacs) afed weafes T
e ARV € CICHRIT It 15w ZRIR[ (7 _1 @A BCGI=H10R], SIS
V(o] : PTCOR riaiell, o) 48-4¢ @R 7). bo-v8] | ToPTErelNma Gi2
TE SR ARSI DT MEMITT! € 2R RO NS
3 0 A ERIG g sew @ifd, fovst, Taom @R,
Aesifomia(f=) @ @spaEa 6 @3 B sieat otz |

9 SCETHAE I0a Sl e I e Al @, Torereia
FOA ST Sifore) g Fatre adifrerm Prgmrwrey afswl @
Aol SetEa TGRFICR 2@t EHNeR [orfe Fa9 @Fg a4
e AAfiwa feafes |

"The Harappa Phase represents the first state level organisation,
but no single settlement dominated the region and there is no indica-
tion for the emergence of hereditary monarchies or highly centralised
temples, palaces and elaborate elite burials that are characterics of oth-
er early urban societies in Mesopotamia, Egypt and China."[Jonathan
Mark Kenoyer, 'Cultures and Societies of Indus Tradition' in India:
Historical Beginnings and the Concept of the Aryans. N.B.T.(2006),
p 56-57]
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"In the Indus Valley this (i.e. destruction of cities) would be
caused by any or all of the following factors: the geological uplift
at Sehwan resulting in the ecessive flooding of the Indus near Mo-
henjo-daro, the salinatuion of soil, deforestation causing siol erosion
and decrease in natural irrigation and thereby rendering agriculture
difficult, and finally, the termination specifically the Harappan trade
with Summer in the eighteenth century BC ..." [Romila Thapar, Cul-
tural Pasts: Society in Ancient India: The Formative Period, Note
up. 29, p.330]
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"The trade with Ophira (Sopar) during the reign of Solomon, the
obelisk of Shalmanesarlll depicting Indian elephants, the evidence
of Indian teak at Magheir and in the palace of Nebuchadnezzar and
a variety of linguistic evidence ... would atest to the trading contacts
between India and the Near East. The brahmi script may have origi-
nated in western India as a kind of merchants code partially associated
with the Semitic script and in course of time and use in commerce
travelled to the Ganga Valley ... where it was perfected for use with

... Prakrit." [Society in Ancient India: The Formative Period, NOte
no. 30, p 330-31]
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<o ["the oldest Hindu caste fgroup in Bengal" - Sekhar Ban-
dyopadhyaya, caste, Protest and Identity in Colonial India : The

Namasudras of Bengal 1872-1974, Second Edition, First Cover Flap]
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"The claim that the earliest of the Vedic texts, the Rg Veda dating
back to the second millenium BC is linguistically purely Indo-Aryan is
now under question for it is being argues that the text already registers
the presence of non-Aryan speakers. The later Vedic texts show an

even greater admixture of non-Aryan and specifically when dealing
with certain area of activity, such as a agriculture. The emergent pic-
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ture might suggest that the speakers of Indo-Aryan may have been
in a symbiotic relationship with speakers of non-Aryan languages,
with a mutual adopting of not only vocalulary and linguistic structures
in a bilingual situation but also technologies and religious practices
and beliefs. The exclusivity of bhahmana ritual does not have to be
explained on the basis of a racial segregation, but can be viewed as
derived from the will to retain a certain kind of priestly power, which,
claiming bestowal by the deties would ensure a separate and special
status. Possibly the political hold of priestly power has its roots in
the Harappa culture." [Romila Thapar, Cultural Pasts : Imagined
Religious Communities? Ancient History and the Modern Search for
a Hindu Identity, p 982]
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"What is curious ... is that in some cases it would appear that
Indra and Agni were responsible for the destruction of these cities,
whereas in other cases they appear already to have been in ruins. It
would seem that most of these cities were in the Saraswati and Punjab
region. It is stated that the dark inhabitants fled and migrated. This
would agree with the archeological evidence that the cities were
deserted and not occupied by the new arrivals. They were regarded
as the places of evil and the haunt of sorceresses and therefore to be

avoided. This would hardly be the attitude of a conquering people who
had actually destroyed the cities. Could the cities have been deserted ...
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before the arrival of the Indo-Aryan speakers, who associated the ruins
of'the cities with evil, perhaps set fire to the remaining ruins and ulti-
mately attributed the destruction to Indra and Agni? This would also
explain the chronological gap, i.e., Harappa culture having declined
by 1750 BC and the Rg Vedic Aryans being dated to eirca 1500 BC.

Recent skeleton analysis of the Harappan culture sites are tend-
ing to puncture the theory of the Indo-Aryan speakers representing
a large and separate racial group." [Romila Thapar, Cultural Pasts :
Society in Ancient India. The Formative Period, Note no. 14,p 325]
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"...the Achaemenids ... claimed the trans-Indus region ... as part
of their empire ... The Evidence of Indian soldiers and Indian elephants
in the army of Darius III at the famous battle of Arbela would point
to some control over Indian territories." [Do : Epigraphic Evidence
and some Indo-Hellenistic Contacts, p 453]
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"The Malava tribe, mentioned by the Greek as Malloi, estab-
lished themselves in the Joipur area having migrated from the Ravi
The Sibi, the Siboi of hte Greeks, migrated to north-eastern Rajasthan.
The Trigartoo were settled in the Ravi Sutle Dob. The Youdheyas
moved from Hariyana northwards."[Romila Thapar, Cultural Pasts:
The Image of the Barbarian in Early India, p 246-47]
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"The legal sanction of grant was generally recorded in an in-
scription on stone or on plates of copper and the preamble to the
grant contained the genealogy of the kings ... There instead of being
described as mleccha kings, they claim ksatriya status and have had
fabricated genealogies to prove the claim." [Romila Thapar, Cultural
Pasts:The Image of the Barbarian in Early India, p 252]
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"A large numer of early Sanskrit Inscriptions came from the

mleccha afeas of northern and western India." [Do, Note no. 61, p 264]
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AL (7L ["We should never forget that Gautama was born
and brought up a Hindu and lived and died a Hindu. His teachings,
for-reaching and original as it was, and really subversive to the re-

ligion of the day, was Indian throughout ... He was the greatest and
wisest and best of the Hindu." Rhys David, Buddhism, pp 116-17]

A (oAl Wi I IR NG T @l /e Sfew wodr™
AL IR Y I W@ PileE | ©f Trge WAl A RieE
siffe afsrra 3 Afaiawd st aSie TveR o adifefen
AR GoR e AEF IR TPENE RGeced w0 eY
SIS QrECIICE Wol e qeee. e 2@E | O (@1F, 9 9
SEioal freor TEICeT e SeaTiE Siferen 2LlF e FAMRE )
TSR ISR 28 ACH 2HET STTE THICoE AFS T IR
BRI GRS TR * R FROR AF OB FIe 0 MR |
AT FINLGS ST A T2 TR | TES ST S AT AT

bse,@/%




eSS

S (o RifEremeR 2e IR | O 2 YE TeR-od oHed
TP AN (TN Jrad 541 Al 2RI S Al e Tei
Trare!, wla-oiig), e, e ¢ Fafeam-fea wuueg (@l
=04 fA0e @R @eitel TR WL @Lisre qrmey ER sifrern Ao
TR Al TovTgrel o Sieife Jrey =, I, T2ieH, 6w 93k
4 FEHE Ve ¢ 2NRRIRS e 9k IR @iee Tnie
GF 1 AR o I METRe | G2 G2 Sesiies e
foCa (aacla et wiiee |

"Buddhist sacred centres develop along the trade routes and in
urban settlements linked to commerce. Inscriptional evidence points
to the fact that the establishment of Buddhism in these areas probably
owes more to the setthi-gahapatis, the merchants, traders, landowner
and the artisanal guilds, who were all dedicated supporters of the
religion and the more significant donors to the embelishment of the
sacred centres." [Romila Thapar, Cultural Pasts: Asoka and Buddhism
as Releflected in the Asokan Edits, p 437[
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& "Chandragupta Maurya is strongly associated with the Jaina
tradition and Bindusara ... with the Ajeebikis."[Do [ 437] G<R NCI<F
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"... there is an insistence on the state supervision of all activities.
The purpose of this was both to control production and to derive an
income from taxation at various stages. Thus not only had the cultiva-

tor to pay tax on the land to be cultivated and a percentage of grain he
harvested ..." [Do, State-Wearing Shops of the Maurya Perios, p 411]
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"The exact word 'asprisya’, the Sanskrit equivalent of untouch-
able, seems to have appeared sometime between the \third and sixth

century of the Christian era." [Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, Caste, Protest
and Identity in colonial India, p 13]
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Brahminism is most modern form of fascism
in India - Let us fight it



